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Abstract 

This paper analyses two historical experiences of regional subordinate 

integration into national polities: Italy’s annexation of the ‘Two Sicilies’ 

in the 1860s and Turkey’s integration of most Kurdish-majority areas in 

the 1920s. In both regions, after the initial revolts, the integration of the 

landed aristocracies into the national political system led to a 

crystallisation of their class structure and the widening of the 

development gap with the countries’ centre. On the one hand, the two 

regions came to occupy a similarly subordinate position in their national 

economy, largely focused on agriculture and mining and, later on, 

supplying cheap labour to the industrialising core. On the other hand, 

the local ruling classes became an essential component of the social bloc 

in power and played a pivotal role in maintaining conservative 

parliamentary majorities. This paper analyses these two cases to 

develop the concept of peripheral incorporation theoretically, including 

its differences and similarities with the experiences of colonialism. 
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